51. Death of Akasaraja

Six months elapsed. One day a messenger arrived at
Narayanapuram  from the capital of Akasaraja. Padmavathi
enquired him about the welfare of her patents, Tondaman and
citizens. Unable to control himself the messenger replied "What
shall I say, mother ? Your father is in his death bed. He
desires to see you and Sdnivasa. Kindly start at once along
with your husband to see your father" On hearing the sad
news Padmavathi fell down unconscious. She was lost in grief.
Agastya's wife consoled her and took her to Sreenivasa. On
receiving the news Vasudeva too gave way to grief, and said
^What a calamity, my dear. What shall I do ? Where shall I
go ? Tell me." He told Agastya that he would rush to Akasa-
raja along with Padmavati and Vakula. He then started.
Agastya accompanied him. By sun-set they arrived at the main
gate of Narayanapuram. They enquired the gate keeper anxiou-
sly about the king^s health. They entered the kings^s private
chamber where they saw him lying in his bed. Srinivasa also
broke down along with his wife and others. He met his father-
in-law and pressed him to his bosom. "Where are you going, my
father ? You had been the father of this orphan. How can
your subjects live without you ? Get up, father, a .d save us
all*' he said. Lamenting thus he remebered the last words of
Akasaraja. "When I left you last, you asked me not to leave
you. I did not comply with your request. Get up king : Look
&t me and Padmavathi^ he grieved, "Your son-in-law has come
along with your daughter, 0 king^ said the sages. Srinivasa